
September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay con.n&ed - to make phone calls to look for a job, fox affordable 
homing, make a doctor's appointment, or stay in touch with f&ly and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
fir these and other codsumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such priw hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state'' access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would hmel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain k m  these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumets and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: C6mtnissioner Mkhael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abcrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, s. w. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minoritiw, lower-income families, senior citizens, imrnigmts, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accouats, OT the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone savice. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fTiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hilrces are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
charges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on p p a i d  calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom thew services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
chaxges and other f 9”s‘ 
Sincerely, // 

ccs: Comriissioner Michael copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemath 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone senice. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
diswnnected if the prices of these cards inorease. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for thme and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access 
cbarges and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees wouId funnel directly to large Iocal 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
coasume?~ and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new ~ccess 
charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Capps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin M d n  
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RJ3 WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and 0th fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, pdcularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone senice, rely upon these prepaid calling c a d  to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility o f  calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainty make these services 
substantially less a M a b 1 e .  Please look out for consumers aad r e h e  to impose new 
accesa charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Cornmissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hiidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immip t s ,  college students and 
military fhmilies rely upon calling card Senrices for a variety of needs, Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or stay in touch with family and fiends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden fees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘Sn-state” access 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fdl squarely upon those cornurn that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to I d  telephone companies will substantidy increase 
the per minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exofbitant new atcess 
charges and ocher fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Chaiman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid 
calling card services. 

Minorities, lower-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and 
military families rely upon catling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these 
consumers do not have the credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large 
deposit for local telephone service. For thwe comumers, a prepaid card may be the only 
option they have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable 
housing, make a doctor’s ajpoinment, or stay in touch with family and friends. 

These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as there are no hidden Eees or 
charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally risk being 
disconnected if the prices of these cards hcrea. Prepaid calling cards are indispensable 
for these and other consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular 
and wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” acGess 
charges and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees wouId h e 1  ditecty to large local 
telephone companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can 
least afford to bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase 
the per minute charges on p p a i d  calls, jeopardizing the benefits Hispanic and other 
communities gain h r n  these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American 
consumers and decide that these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access 
charges and other fees. 

‘ccs: Commission&; Mdae l  Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th StrEet, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chainnan Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish m y  every day tasks, from looking fur a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fkes upon semiices upon which we 
depend, imtnediateIy harming millions of Hispanic and other cons\Uners nationwide. 

I understand tbat the FCC is considering applying “in-state” a c w  charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling car& are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite litmally, be out of choices fbr staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost o f  prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling can3 to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. .Please look out for oonsumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and f y s  prepaid calling card services. 

,-.- A 7 I n  

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Dock& NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority cornunities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and k s  upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other conmers nationwide. 

I understand th.at the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone senice, rely upon these prqaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges, 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices fm staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will direcffy harm those that can least afford price increases, 

Imposing in-state chsrges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not seIl the 
c d h g  card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for c o r n e r s  and refine to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Codssioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommUnications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, k m  looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state’’ access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services, Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cads to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, wen when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumem and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: C o m m b n e r  Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comunications Comission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charga and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately banning millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank aocounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite l i t d l y ,  be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

h p s i n g  in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, wen when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for  consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
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September 16,2004 

Chainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
homing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pendjng before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges d fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

1. understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling cad services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local te1ephon.e service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without than, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raisin8 the price of 
prepaid services will directly h a m  those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged c o m e r s .  Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for co~lsumers and refuse to impose new 
amss charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jmathaa Adelstein 
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September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairrnan Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, padcularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Studmts, immipnts, senior Citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling car& are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite litexally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly h a m  those that can least afford price increases. 

hposing in-state charges wodd amount to a substantial increase in the cost ofprepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to colkct such charges, even when thq do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

sincer 

ccs: Co-issioner Michael copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal CoTnmunications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, h m  looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ‘Tn-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other meam necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. AIlowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card senices. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chaimm Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities mly upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from lookmg for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-statey' access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, paxticularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank a m n t s  and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that c a ~ ~  least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calliug cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a custom, would drive up Prjces and would certainly makc thew services 

less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
and f-n prepaid calling card services. 

as: (Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommutlications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC i s  a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon sewices upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on f ixed  
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accuunts and other meam necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, m a i d  calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices br staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly ham those that can least a f h d  price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
CAS, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged commers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 

access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, 

substantially less affordable. Please look out for 

n 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael PowQ 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon sewices upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I undmstand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state’’ access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these pmpaid calling cards to stay 
conaected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the 0114 option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing instate charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumem and refuge to impose new 
access charga and fkes on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DG 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cast telecommunications 
sewices to accomplish many every day tasks, ftom looking for a job ox affordable 
housing to staying in touch With family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and 0th~~ consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
inncomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards me the only option available -without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly ham those that ~ 8 n  least afford price increases. 

Impxing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost o f  prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customex, would drive up prices and would certainly make thcse sewices 
substantially less affmdable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ommissi er Mi hael Co 
ccs: \$aorommissi$qK&leen Ab? y 

Commissioner evin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-1 33 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fws upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid d i n g  cards to stay 
comected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for gtayhg connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will d i r d y  hann those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of caning cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and woad certainly make these semica 
substantially less affordable. Please look our for consumem and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid cqing card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



Septmber 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comunications Commission 
4.45 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-1 33 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking far a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which WE 
depend, immediately M n g  millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessw 
to subscribe to local telephone sexvice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affbrdable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected, Raising the price of 
prepaid sewices will directly herm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of ca€ljng cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consmem and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many evexy day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and sends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispmic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is consideaing applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and otbet means necessary 
to subscribe to local. telephone srrvice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial inmase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumm. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. ++ Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
senriceg to accomplish many every day taaks, from looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other oonsumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “h-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accouuts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set fiordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others &e 
similar challenges, 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - Without than, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Tmposing innstate charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect suoh charges, eyen when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and f e e s q e p a i d  calling card services. 

-A 

Commissioner Kathleen Abkathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comunicstions Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chainnan Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
semica to accomplish many every day tasks, t r n  looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC i s  a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon seavices upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consumen nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid callkg card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite litexally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying thc utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calIing card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainly make these services 
substantialIy Iess affordable. Please look out for consumm and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

Commissioner KathIeen Abematky_/ 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th. Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, fmm looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon sewices upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other consmers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these pepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly h a m  those that can least afford pice  increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the Cost ofprepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged cons\aners. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would certainIy make these scrvices 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consutnem and r&e to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Comiss i4er  Michael Copps 
Commissioner KathIem Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comnunications Commission 
445 12th. Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, from looking far a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends, But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon Serviceg upon which wc 
depend, immediately hanning millions of Hispanic and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees 
on certain prepaid calling card services. Many Hispanics, particulaly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay 
connected at set affordable rates. Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly harm those that can Ieast afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 

ccs: Commissioner Mi 
Commissioner Ka 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 



September 16,2004 

Chainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO, 03- 133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Hispanic and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications 
services to accomplish many every day tasks, frorn looking for a job or affordable 
housing to staying in touch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a 
proposal that would introduce new charges and fees upon services upon which we 
depend, immediately harming millions of Hispanic and other commers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” acwss charges and other fees 
on cettain prepaid calhg card services. Many Hispanics, particularly those on fixed 
incomes or those establishing the credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary 
to subscribe to local telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling oar& to stay 
connected at set affordable rates, Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face 
similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, they 
could, quite literally, be out of choices for staying connected. Raising the price of 
prepaid services will directly h a m  those that can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid 
calls, destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the 
large, local telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the 
calling card to a customer, would drive up prices and would cextainly make these services 
substantially less affordable. Please look out for consumers and refuse to impose new 
access charges and fees on prepaid calling card services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 


